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THE YELLOW JOURNAL.

Ix the last Number of the Yellow Jour-

nal, amidst several common-place papers

altogether destitute of interest, we find the

following case of fracture of the skull by
1%Ir. J. C.Cox, Member of the College of
Surgeons :-

" Friday, January 6th.&mdash;George Selman,
aged twenty, a healthy young man, of a sal-
low complexion, was working in a coal-pit,
when a heavy stone fell from a height of
fourteen or fifteen yards, and struck him
down to the ground. He was taken up,
bleeding profusely from the head, and was
carried home. My assistant, who was near
at the time of the accident, saw him very
shortly, and sent for me.
Although he was completely stunned by

the blow, and at first in a state of complete
stupor, yet he soon recovered some degree
of consciousness. When I saw him, he was
not insensible; his countenance was natu-
ral, his pulse firm and steady. He had been
bled by my assistant before my arrival.

I found a large portion of the upper and
anterior part of the left parietal bone driven
in by the blow. The fracture extended
across the coronal suture, and a part of the
frontal bone was included in the depressed
portion. The bones were so fractured by
the blow, that, after sawing through a small
part with Hey’s saw, I was able to elevate
the depression, and remove the fractured

portions, which measured nearly three in-
ches long by two inches wide, but which
were broken into ten pieces.- The bleeding
from the surface of the brain was very con-
siderable. On raising the depressed bone,
there was a gush of venous blood, and an
artery of the dura mater threw out its blood
vigorously. It was necessary to secure this
vessel by a ligature, which was of fine silk,
and cut off close to the knot. A consider-
able quantity of brain, estimated at a table-
spoonful, had escaped, and some was still
adhering to the hair. The young man re-
tained his consciousness during the opera-
tion : he occasionally expressed a feeling of
pain, and watched his brother walking in
the garden, he being placed opposite the
window. It was yet necessary to examine
whether there were any spiculse of bone
remaining in the wound, and the finger
passed into a frightful cavity in the sub-
stance of the brain. The angles of the
wound were now approximated to each
other by straps of sticking plaster, and the
centre was dressed with pledgets of lint.

After he was removed from the table into
bed, he lay in a very tranquil state ; his pu-
pils dilated and contracted readily ; there
was no moaning or expression of suffering.

Evening.&mdash;Pulse 90, strong ; had spoken
since I left him. He lay quite tranquil;
pupils natural ; breathing slow and regular ;
had made water ; expressed great aversion
to being disturbed.

Poultice applied to the head; V. S. ad
xxx. Ordered an aperient.

7th, morning. - Has passed a tranquil
night; lies very still ; he speaks little, but
is evidently conscious of what passes around
him. The wound looks well ; pulse 108.

Ordered a calomel powder, and a mix-
ture with salts and senna every four
hours.

Evening.-The medicines have acted on
the bowels ; pulse 90, strong ; in other re-
spects the same as in the morning.

V.S. ad xvj. Repeat the mixture.

8th.-Passed a tranquil. night, but at
about seven o’clock this morning became
restless ; face flushed ; pulse 108, not

strong ; tongue white ; skin hot; he occa-
sionally moans. The wound looked well.
He knew me when I addressed him.

R Calomel gr. ij. ; pulv. jalap. gr. viij.
fiat pulv. quarta. quaque hora sumendus,
cum misturas cathartic cyatho ad alvum
bene solvendam.

The action of the aperient removed all
the unpleasant symptoms. The patient
continued going on tranquilly. There was
a healthy suppuration established ; but, on
fifth day after the accident, a hernia cerebri
began to protrude.
The poultices were omitted, and the
wound dressed with dry lint, and pres-
sure employed by straps of adhesive
plaster.

The protrusion continued for some days
to increase, in spite of the means employed,
till it was nearly as large as the egg of a
turkey, and burst open a considerable por-
tion of the wound which had united.
The pressure was increased by means of

a bandage, which was firmly bound
over the projecting part.

The patient continued without any other
bad symptoms of importance, He occa-
sionally became restless, and a little deli-
rious, but an active aperient always relieved
him.

At the end cf three weeks, the protuded
portion was evidently diminished ; there was
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an extremely fetid discharge. The pressure
employed by the bandage, &c. produced a
decided effect on the tumour : if that were
intermitted or diminished from any cause,
the protrusion was increased ; but perse-
verance in the system at length completely
repressed it. The granulations quickly filled
r,p the wound, and at the end of two months
it was perfectly healed ; and it is surpris-
ing how little mark remains of the severe
injury that was sustained. His intellectual

powers are not at all impaired ; and he grew
very fat during the confinement. He is now
able to work at his usual employment.
The injury sustained in this case was so

considerable, that few could have antici-

pated any other than a fatal result ; and the
favourable progress of the case is to be at-
tributed partly to the health and vigour of
the patient, and also in part to the employ-
ment of active depletion in the early stage.
The occurrence of hernia cerebri after

fractures of the skull is a great aggravation
of the danger, not only as proving consider-
able injury to the membranes of the brain,
but also as being frequently followed by
deep-seated abscess.

There can be no doubt, however, that the
evils of this accident are best averted by
gentle treatment ; by taking care to avoid
inflammation by strict antiphlogistic diet
and venesection ; and at the same time en-
deavouring to restrain the tumour by firm
pressure. The treatment formerly adopted,
of cutting away the protruded portion, em-
ploying escharotics, &c. only tends to excite
that irritation which it is so important to

avert, and does not cure the disease : the

protrusion still occurs, and the surgeon is
baffled and disappointed. At the same time

deep-seated inflammation and abscess is a
very common consequence of such measures.
One other observation suggests itself, which
is confirmed by the experience of all prac-
tical surgeons,-viz. that the evils arising
from such an accident can only be averted
by full and active depletion at the very early
stage of the case ; and the benefits of keep-
ing up a free and regular action on the
bowels can be sufficiently appreciated only
by those to whom such cases are familiar.
. 

Does not the fact of the intellectual fa-
culties being so little impaired by such ex-
tensive injury and loss of cerebral substance,
afford some confirmation to the theory of
Gall and Spurzheim, that the organs by
which the intellectual faculties are mani-
fested are double ?

11, Clapton Terrace, 1827’.. I,

Dr. C. Lee has endeavoured to show, that
the nutrition of the f&oelig;tus is effected by a

process of digestion in its upper intestines.
The stomach of a foetus, from three to nine

months old, invariably contains, he says, a

transparent mucous and acid fluid, but never
the smallest admixture of albuminous or

nutritious matter; while, on the other hand,
the upper half of the small intestines always
contains a yellowish or orange coloured

fluid, in appearance and chemical composi-
tion exactly resembling the chyle of the
adult. He has found in the contents of the

lower half of the small intestines, a much

smaller proportion of albumen than in those
of the superior half ; the matter assuming
more and more the characters of the large
bowels, in proportion as the distance from
the valve of the colon is diminished. The

meconium, confined exclusively to the great
intestines, is generally possessed of alka.
line properties, while the contents of the
small intestines are almost invariably acid.

The meconium appears to be altogether ex-

crementitious, as no albumen or other nu-
tritive principle can be detected in it.

A fluid resembling the contents of the

duodedum, both in appearance and chemi-
cal composition, has been detected, he adds,
in the hepatic duct of the fostus, from

which circumstance, and from the orange-
coloured fluid first appearing in the duode.
num, near the opening of the common duct,
he infers, that the liver of the fcetus secietes
the nutritious matter found in the small in-

testines. Hence he concludes, that the nu-
trition of the foetus is accomplished partly,
if not entirely, through the absorption of
the albuminous matter, so secreted,from the
intestinal canal, as in the adult. In con-

ducting the chemical part of his investiga-
tions, the author has had the able assistance
of Dr. Prout, so that we do not doubt the
facts upon which he has contrived to build

his hypothesis. But where is the necessity
for this round-about process; surely the

blood need not b-e thus tortured, to gire up
its nutriment to be carried into the duode-

num, that it may get back to the blood
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again, and thus to nourish the foetus secon-

darily, when it might have done it at first.
The hypothesis is at best improbable.

Mr. Higginbottom, of Nottingham, has
communicated a paper on the cure of erysi-

pelas of the face by the application of lunar
caustic, as first recommended in this Jour-

nal, although Mr. H. says that he adopt-
ed it several years ago. It is strange, how-

ever, that when he published his book, he
did not think a practice, which he is now

eternally broaching, worthy of even a casual
allusion. How is this ? The following are
two of the cases :- ,

" The first was that of a healthy young
woman, upwards of twenty years of age,
seized with rigor, followed by smart fever,
and on the second day by a complete erysi-
pelas of the face, extended to the hair on
the forehead. The fever continuing, with
a further extension of the inflammation,
after bleeding, purgative, and saline medi-
cines, and a small vesication having arisen
ou the cheek, it was judged necessary, on
the third day, to apply the caustic over the
whole extent of the erysipelas. The pa-
tient’s own account was, that she suffered
considerable pain for ten hours ; but from
that time the feverish symptoms ceased, and
the inflammation was arrested and subdued.
When I saw her on the fourth day after the
application of the caustic, there was neither
fever nor any remains of erysipelas. The
face was as black as that of an African ; but
in a few days more I found her free from all
symptoms of disorder, the epidermis peeling
off, and the complexion underneath quite
natural.
" The other case was a fine healthy boy

of sixteen months old, who, after a feverish
attack, had erysipelas on one hip and thigh,
and extending partially to the leg. In this
case also, the fever and inflammation had
subsisted forty-eight hours and upwards be-
fore the application of the caustic. The
account of the child’s mother was, that it
cried very much for one hour after, then
fell into a long and calm sleep, out of which
he awaked without fever, and calling out
for food. In three days afterwards, when
I saw him, lie was quite well, and the scarf-
skin of the inflamed parts separating."

Review of some of the Surgical Cases -uihich have
lately oc.curred in the Royal Infirmary of
Edinburgh&mdash;A Clinical Lecture, delivered to
the Students of Surgery in that Institution, on
Thursday, 26th July, 1827. By GEORGE
BALLINGALL, M.D., F.R.S.E., Fellow’

of the Royal College of Surgeons ; Sur-
geon Extraordinary to the King ; Regius
Professor of Military Surgery, &c. &c.

4to. pp. 23; Edinburgh, 1827.

Tms indefatigable Ballingall, at the close of
another clinical course, has presented to the
world a second concoction, under the spe-
cious pretext of reminding his pupils of his
valuable instructions. In the whole course of

our medical reading, we never recollect to
have seen a more flimsy production, or one
worse adapted for the ends it had in view.

Of the cases which he has brought under
review, many of them are extremely inte-

resting, and to a talented or even mode-

rately well informed mind, would have sup-
plied a fund of the richest materials for

the most interesting and philosophical views
of surgical science, and of the most practical
and useful deductions ; instead of which,
we find a mere dry detail of unconnected
facts, or of those trite and common opinions,
of which the youngest student in the pro-
fession would blush to be ignorant, or the
most artful and fallacious attempts to con-
ceal from view the poverty of his own or
his colleague’s practice, the whole being in-
terlarded with the most silly and contempti-
ble egotism. The military author begins
his lecture in a style not unlike the roman-
tic preambles of Don Quixote :&mdash;
" The summary which I gave of our pro-

ceedings at the conclusion of the last course
of clinical lectures was so favourably received
by our pupils, that 1 feel encouragerl to un-
dertake a similar review of some of the cases
which have fallen under vour observation

during the course which I am now about to
close ! !"

What is the fact Shortly this, that


